—walkthrough—

the brightest smile

firm: antonio sofdn architect site: arlington, virginia

Longtime friends, architect
Antonio Sofan and dentist Al-
fonso Patrén are both native
Colombians with undergrad-
uate degrees from the same
university in Bogota. The former
set up Antonio Sofdn Architect
in Philadelphia, where the
|atter had specialized in peri-
odontics and implant surgery
at the University of Pennsylva-

From top: At Implant Logyca, an ex

am room’s laminated-glass

nia. When Patrén established
his dental practice, Implant
Logyca, in Arlington, Virginia,
there was no question about
who would design the office.
“Alfonso was always inter-
ested in color,” Sofén begins.
And he himself came to the
project with more than just a

passing interest in the subject.

For a small hospital in Colom-

front

bears vinyl text explaining the therapeutic benefits of the color blue.
Wool felt covers the freestanding enclosure that contains the check-

out office, with its Vemer Panton chairs.

bia, he had made comprehen-
sive investigations into the
therapeutic value of color,
learning how to make it do
good as well as look good.
That prior research had
taught him, among other
things, that emotionally in-
tense red stimulates circula-
tion and alertness; orange in-
creases confidence and joy; =
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walkthrough

UNACENVENTIONAL SEVLE

once, moving quickly from icy white Corian of three hor-
one to another,” Sofén ex- izontal niches where Patrén
plains. The exception to that displays tiny artworks sure
rule comes with the operating  to bring a smile to waiting
and consultation rooms at the  patients: toothpaste tubes

far end of the corridor. printed with portraits of ac-

Its porcelain floor tile re- tual food vendors from a Latin
verts to the gray of the felt American market. The artist is
wall covering, as do cemen- a friend from Colombia.
titious panels on the feature —&die Cohen

wall across from reception.
They're punctuated by the

FROM FRONT VITRA: CHAIRS (OFFICE). FABBIAN ILLUMINAZIONE: PENDANT FIXTURES
(OFFICE, WAITING AREA). SUTHERLAND FELT COMPANY: WALL COVERING. JOHNSONITE:
BASE MATERIAL. COVERINGS ETC: PANELING (WAITING AREA). BUPGNT: NICHE, DESK
MATERIAL. DC! EQUIPMENT: DENTAL EQUIPMENT (EXAM ROOMS). KOHLER CO.: SINKS.
ELKAY MANUFACTURING CO.: SINK FITTINGS. KNOLL: CHAIRS, TABLE (WAITING AREA).
IKEA: LAMP. KARTELL: CHAIR (HALL). THROUGHOUT CARVART: SHEET GLASS. LIGHTOLIER:
LINEAR FIXTURES. ARMSTRONG: CEILING TILE. STONE SOURCE: FLOOR TILE. LONSEAL:
VINYL FLOORING. WILSONART INTERNATIONAL: LAMINATE. BENJAMIN MOORE & CO.: PAINT.
ARMINCO: GENERAL CONTRACTOR.

Perfectly Imperfect.
Unconventionally Beautiful. From top: The waiting
: area’s chairs by Don Chad-
Inspired by the beauty of asymmetry wick face a table by Jeffrey
and the elegance of understatement. Bernett, {VICD/GS QOQZka,
Recycled polyester construction @i ol Neel FDIE
: : Starck designed the chair
presented in a refreshing colorpalette in the corridor, by the
through simple shapes and elements. check-out office.
| For design that is simply wonderful,
‘ Wabi-Sabi.

MAYER
FABRICS

Style Has Value

www.mayerfabrics.com 800.428.4415
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